
Fun Fact Sheet: Loggerhead Turtle

Region
North Coast

Summary
The loggerhead turtle is one of six marine turtles found in Australia, including the green,
leatherback, olive ridley, hawksbill and flatback turtles.
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Only seven species of marine turtles are found worldwide – which are all protected by the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

The Australian Government has listed all species of marine turtles found in Australia as
threatened, migratory and marine species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). Both the loggerhead and olive ridley turtles are listed as
endangered and the green, leatherback, hawksbill and flatback turtles are listed as vulnerable.

To identify the different marine turtles, you examine the number and pattern of costal scales (or
scutes) on the shell, along with the shape of the head and jaw.

The loggerhead turtle is generally found in tropical and sub-tropical waters around coral reefs,
bays and estuaries. They feed on molluscs, crabs, sea urchins and sea jellies; grow up to 1 m in
length; and can weigh up to 150 kg.

In Australia, there are two distinct populations of loggerhead turtle – the west and east coast
populations. The west coast population has significant nesting areas in Western Australia,
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including Shark Bay, north to the Murion Islands and the North-West cape.

Breeding begins in late October and hatchlings emerge from late December through to April.

Incubation time and sex determination depends on the sand’s temperature. Warm dark sand
generally produces females, with a shorter incubation time, while cool white sand generally
produces males. Once reaching maturity, females nest every 2-5 years; but will lay up to 5
clutches per season (each containing 100-150 eggs).

You may be lucky enough to see a marine turtle off the Perth coastline after travelling south in
the Leeuwin Current.

The main threats to marine turtles are human activities such as:

Loss and changes to habitat;
Pollution;
Accidental drowning in fishing gear;
Uncontrolled tourist interactions e.g. vehicles driving on nesting beaches or boat strikes;
Illegal trade and harvesting, as turtle are killed for food and their by-products;
Artificial light disturbance on nesting beaches; and
Predation by introduced species, such as foxes.

Did you know…

Scientists and the fishing industry have worked hard in recent years to develop methods that will
prevent as much bycatch, such as turtles, as possible.
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