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Glossary

Write down the definition of the following words. They are highlighted in bold in the power
point.

Word ‘ Definition

Anoxic Absence or near absence of oxygen.

Stromatolite Some of the earliest life forms on Earth, over 3.5 billion
years old. Layers of micro-organisms that bind together to
make a rock like structure.

Cyanobacteria Blue-green photosynthetic algae.

Photosynthetic Organisms that can convert sunlight, water and carbon
dioxide (COz2) into oxygen and energy.

Respiration Movement of air or dissolved gases in and out of the lungs,
breathing.

Hypoxia Low oxygen — not complete absence.

Phytoplankton Tiny plants, algae and bacteria that can photosynthesise.

Marine snow Defined as Organic material falling from surface waters into

the deep ocean. Including when phytoplankton die, excrete
waste or are consumed.

Whale fall When whales die, their carcasses sink to the seafloor,
carrying trapped carbon with them.

Soluble Able to be dissolved.




