
Funnel weed has frilled edged funnels with 
distinctive concentric pale circles. The tapered 
end provides a home for tiny sea animals.

Funnel weed

This green algae has tube-like forked branches 
and a firm but spongy texture. It belongs to a 
group of algae called Codium. 

Dead man’s fingers

Plants and algae
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Wireweed forms large beds (meadows) in sandy 
areas. They have a segmented, woody stems 
and short leaves.

Wireweed

Strapweed has long ribbon-like leaves and forms 
large beds (meadows) in sandy areas.

Strapweed

Paddleweed is easy to recognise by its ovalular 
leaves and pale, smooth stem. Unlike strapweed 
and wireweed, it does not form large beds 
(meadows).

Paddleweed

These are the hooked base of a wireweed 
seedling. When released from the parent plant, 
the hook anchors the seedling to the seabed.

Comb anchor

These fibrous balls come from strapweed. The 
leaves break off from the stem and are rolled into 
a ball by the waves and currents. They can also 
form from the roots and stems of wireweed.

Fibre ball

Seagrasses, like grasses on land produce 
flowers, fruits and seeds.  

Seagrass fruit

This green algae grows in thin, wavy sheets and 
is an important food source for marine life, such 
as abalone.

Sea lettuce

Tough, leathery kelp is commonly found washed 
ashore after rough seas. It mainly grows on 
limestone reefs, attaching itself with a holdfast.

Kelp

Sargassum, meaning ‘floating seaweed’ in 
Spanish, is a group of brown algae. The small 
bubbles among its fronds help it stay upright in 
the water column which aids in photosynthesis.

Sargassum

Slimy bags are simple sausage shapes filled 
with a thick slimy substance (their species name, 
gloiosaccion, means ‘glue sacks’).

Slimy bags

Sea ferns are often found in areas of high 
turbulance. They feature many branching stipes 
and fronds creating a fluffy appearance.

Red sea fern

Seagrasses Algae:  green     brown     red

Similar to dead man’s fingers, velvet sponge 
weed has a firm but spongy texture and grows 
in irregular shapes. Another similar algae is the 
velvet golf ball.

Velvet sponge weed

This red algae was used in the early days of the 
Swan River Colony as a food thickening agent. 
Their main branches are thick and rubbery 
covered by short, spiny branches.

Jelly weed
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These purple gastropods float upside down in the open 
ocean by producing their own bubble raft. They are 
carnivores and feed on animals like bluebottles. 

Violet snail

Bluebottles are not a single animal but a colony of animals 
with different functions that depend on each other for 
survival - floatation, digestion, reproduction and feeding.

Coral is a colony of tiny, soft-bodied organisms with a hard, 
protective limestone skeleton. They are colourful when alive 
but pale when the animal has died leaving only the skeleton.

Sea stars have five arms and small tube feet that allow 
the animal to slowly creep along the ocean floor. If a limb 
is removed the sea start is able to grow a replacement.

Sea urchins are spherical in shape and covered in spikes  
that allow them to move along the ocean floor. These will 
often fall off once the animal dies.

These convoluted tubes were made by tube worms to 
protect their soft bodies from predators.

Bluebottle Coral Sea star Sea urchin Tube worm

Animals
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These organisms are actually a group (or colony) of 
animals. They can look like a sponge living on rocks or 
reefs, but will respond when touched.

Sea tulips attach to a hard surface with a stalk. They are 
a type of ascidian, filtering food particles from the water 
by pumping water into one siphon and out the other.

This is the internal coiled shell of the rams horn squid 
which is frequently washed ashore on tropical and 
subtropical coasts.

These foam-like organisms are the internal shell of the 
cuttlefish, a cephalopod similar to a squid. Look carefully 
for teeth marks to find out what ate the animal!

Colonial ascidian Sea tulip Ram’s horn shell Cuttlebone

Mussels are bivalves – they have two shells (valves) 
joined by a hinge. They come in a range of colours but are 
characterised by a wedge shaped, asymmetrical shell.

Razor clams are bivalves that bury themselves in sand 
leaving their top, sharp edge. They can grow up to 50 
centimeters long!

Scallops are bivalves that can swim! They open and 
close their shell, forcing water in and out to propel 
themselves along.

Oysters are bivalves that have an irregularly shaped 
shells that are often highly calcified. They take in water 
from their surroundings and extract food from it.

Mussel Razor clam Scallop Oyster

This egg case was once a home to a juvenile Port 
Jackson shark for up to 12 months before it hatched.

Port Jackson shark egg case

Turban snails are gastropods that live in rock pools and 
on shallow reefs. They have a “door” that protects the 
snail’s body from predators and from drying out. 

These commonly washed up shells are the “doors” from 
turban shells. They can be sealed shut if the animal is left 
exposed at high tide to keep the animal moist.

This transparent jelly-like form is the egg sac of a type of 
sand or moon snail.

Turban shell Operculum Sausage jelly

Phylum:    Chordata      Mollusca      Porifera      Cnideria      Echinodermata      Annelida 

Abalone are gastropods with a dishlike shell and a row of 
small holes along its edge which act as outlets for waste. 
It has a lustrous interior often used in jewellery.

Abalone

Commonly mistaken for plants, sponges feed by filtering 
tiny food particles through their dense, yet porous 
skeletons.

Sponge
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